
In His Footsteps 

 

   

They say the mark of a successful leader is measured not in the span of one's footprint but in the 
continued steps of those they have led. Many would call this legacy, and if there is one thing 
Rodney Sisco left behind, it is a profound legacy.  

On December 30th, 2018, beloved Wheaton College figure and community leader, Rodney K. 
Sisco went home to be with the Lord, after a 5 ½ month battle with cancer. Though his time on 
earth had come to an end, the revelation of his impact was only beginning. Today, Rodney's 
legacy lives on through the lives of those he touched, including Wheaton College alumnus and 
former mentee, Daniel Watts.  

Watts is the current Director of the Wheaton College BRIDGE Program and a proud first staff 
honoree of the Rodney Sisco Student Choice Diversity Award. While a student at Wheaton, 
Watts gravitated towards Rodney's larger-than-life demeanor and stature, ultimately receiving 
more than just a college mentor but a dear friend. 

Watts states, "There's not really many people who are noticeably bigger than me or even a little 
bit taller. Rodney was one of the very few people whom I had to literally and metaphorically 
look up to. It's hard to imagine a time I didn't know him. Rodney made you feel like you've 
known him all your life." 

Rodney's impact of personal and professional presence lives on through Daniel's leadership 
amongst his students and staff within the BRIDGE program.  

"Rodney's availability and his presence meant a lot," states Watts, "and it wasn't until I took a 
position of leadership at Wheaton College that I really began to see things from his 
perspective…this guy was really busy! It meant a lot that he always made the time, and that has 
really shaped how I model my time with my students." 

Daniel began walking in Rodney's shoes long before working at Wheaton or even receiving the 
Rodney Sisco Award. At a Gospel Choir concert during his sophomore year, Daniel recalls 
requesting to borrow a pair of Rodney's dress shoes after realizing he'd forgotten his own. With a 



height of 6' 4", competing with Rodney's 6' 5" stature, Watts assumed shoe sizing would be no 
issue,  that is until Rodney arrived with shoes two sizes bigger than Daniel's size 15! Much to 
both of their surprise, and much fun, Daniel spent that evening standing in Rodney's shoes, 
literally shuffling from side to side with a particular carefulness as he sang with the Wheaton 
Gospel Choir.  

With Rodney, the stories are endless. Whether it was lending shoes, attending an on-campus 
event, or simply making time to chat with his students and staff, Rodney consistently 
exemplified the power of presence.  

"It became our mission to adopt and love on Wheaton students, particularly students of color and 
all those who found themselves displaced or felt somehow not properly cared for by those 
around them. Our home became their home; our family became their family; it's still the same 
way today," shares Hasana Sisco, Rodney's wife and life partner.   

 

It is this same mission of humility, intentionality, and advocacy that lives on through Rodney's 
family and friends today as they strive to promote and celebrate his legacy of love through the 
Rodney K. Sisco Symposium, a two-day on-campus event for transformational leadership, 
diversity, and equity. 

The annual Symposium, launched in February 2020, will take place on Christian college 
campuses around the country, promoting biblical kingdom values of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion. Hasana believes that "through the work of the Symposium, Christian college students 
will catch a glimpse of the beautiful Kingdom described in Revelation 5:9, '..from every tribe, 
and tongue, and nation and people' and be inspired to be transformative leaders for Christ in the 
world."  

Today, Rodney's sons, Juwan and Jabari, maintain a close relationship with Daniel and his 
brother, Stephen, exemplifying the lasting impact of community and unity that Rodney 
proclaimed and displayed for everyone.  

As Daniel states, "At the end of the day, mentoring is about walking alongside people. Rodney 
taught me that. More importantly than just solving problems or fixing things for people, it's about 
walking alongside them and saying, 'I don't have all the answers, but I'm here with you, and we'll 
go on this journey together.' Rodney was always there to listen and to walk alongside me, and 
today, I try to do the same." 

It's easy to see the profound impact Rodney Sisco had on those who knew him, and because of 
people like Daniel, his legacy will continue to have a ripple effect for generations to come. 


